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Education
2023 Ph.D. in Economics · Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

Advisor Ronan Lyons
2023 Visiting Graduate Scholar · University of Michigan, United States
2019 MSc in Economic History · London School of Economics, United Kingdom

Advisor Joan Rosés
2018 BA in Economics · University of St. Gallen, Switzerland
2015 BA in History and Philosophy · Humboldt University Berlin, Germany
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Fields
Primary Urban Economics, Economic History

Secondary Real Estate Economics, Transport Economics

Job Market Paper
Public housing design, racial sorting and welfare: Evidence from New York City public
housing 1930-2010
This paper investigates the long-run effect of public housing project design on neighborhood composition and
rental prices in New York City from 1930 to 2010. Using a newly assembled dataset on the US census tract
level and leveraging the staggered rollout of public housing, I document sizeable effects on racial composition.
White population declined in tracts with public housing projects with significant spillover effects to adjacent
tracts, while black pop- ulation increased but only in public housing tracts. There is no significant impact on
rent prices of public housing projects. The effects on white and black population are driven by a specific project
type called the “Tower in the park” - slim brick high-rises and vast green spaces in between. Moreover, rent
prices fall by 26% within a 250m radius around “Towers”, indicating negative demand effects. Urban activist
Jane Jacobs has famously argued that these buildings attract crime and destroy the fabric of neighborhoods.
In a cross-sectional analysis, I find that “Towers in the Park” are more associated with crime than non-Towers,
though crime cannot entirely explain spillover effects on white population. Finally, I evaluate the wel- fare
consequences of these externalities using a static neighborhood choice model. The model demonstrates that
removing public housing or altering area ratios can increase amenity values and improve welfare, especially for
white households.
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Publications
Housing prices, costs and policy: the housing supply equation in Ireland since 1970
joint with Ronan C. Lyons (TCD)
Accepted Real Estate Economics

Other publications
Enhancing Rural Innovation in the United States
OECD (2023) - Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities

Work in progress
The Impact of Rent Regulations in the 1920s New York City: External Effects and Property
Prices
joint with Sun Kyoung Lee (UMICH) and Ronan C. Lyons (TCD)
Female Labour Force Participation and Urban Transit: Evidence from the Washington Metro
joint with Vincent Thorne (PSE)

Conferences and workshops
2024 Eastern Economic Association
2023 EEA-ESEM · World Congress of Cliometrics · AERUEA international conference · Centre for Eco-

nomics, Policy and History (CEPH) · Irish Economic Association Annual Conference · NYU Fur-
man Center

2022 Economic History Society Annual Conference · Trinity College PhD Working Group
2021 DIW Workshop on Rent Control · Oxford Economic and Social History Graduate Seminar

Scholarships & Awards
2024 Travel Grand · Trinity Research in Social Sciences €750
2023 Travel Grand · Irish Econoimc Association €500
2021 Academic Research Grand · Trinity Research in Social Sciences €1’500

2019–2023 Provost Graduate Fellowship · Trinity College Dublin €78’500

Teaching Experience
2022 Econometrics

Undergraduate level, Teaching Assistant, Trinity College Dublin
2021 Macroeconomics I

Undergraduate level, Teaching Assistant, Trinity College Dublin
2020 Microeconomics I

Undergraduate level, Teaching Assistant, Trinity College Dublin

Research Experience
2019–2023 Research Assistant to Prof. Ronan Lyons · Trinity College Dublin
2019–2023 Research Assistant to Prof. Jason Barr · Rutgers University

Professional Experience
2022–2023 Consultant at the Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities · OECD

Languages
German (Native), English (Advanced), French (Intermediate)

https://www.dropbox.com/s/49vnq4kupp1ezmw/Lyons_Housing_Supply_Elasticity.pdf?dl=0
https://ceph.ie/people-re/ronan-lyons/
https://www.oecd.org/publications/enhancing-rural-innovation-in-the-united-states-22a8261b-en.htm
https://sunkyounglee.com/
https://ceph.ie/people-re/ronan-lyons/
https://www.vinceth.net/


Computer Skills
Fluent in R (sf, terra, data.table, tidyverse, fixest, parallel computing)

Stata
QGIS, ArcGIS
LATEX, MS Office

Intermediate Python (pandas, geopandas, web scrapping)
Familiar with Git, HTML, Matlab
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